


 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 976 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96808 
 

February 10, 2020 
 

Honorable Roy M. Takumi 

Honorable Linda Ichiyama 

Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 

 Re: HB 2711/SUPPORT 
 

Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members: 
 

 This testimony in SUPPORT of HB 2711 on behalf of the Community 

Associations Institute (“CAI”) Legislative Action Committee. The 

Bill in its current form is lengthy and complex.  We support the 

general intent of the Bill.  It would be much simpler to use as a 

model for the intent of the Bill by using the language in HRS 421J. 

 

 This Bill is very important.  I have personal knowledge and 

experience with the important need to provide structure for 

associations that are currently not protected by any state laws; 

associations that collect thousands of dollars in fees from 

homeowners with literally no oversight. I have served as an expert 

witness in two lawsuits and seen firsthand the problems that 

currently exist: 

 

• The Bylaws have a low threshold for a quorum and minimal 

meeting notices to owners.  Competing boards found it easy to 

get a quorum and remove another competing board.  One result 

was their bank freezing their funds and bills could not be 

paid. 

• One competing group locked the newly elected board from the 

community center and refused to grant access to the records. 

• An employee managed the checking account without supervision. 

• Audits are not performed. 

• Owners have written that they do not want to pay their fees 

because they do not trust the directors as they do not know 

who constitutes the correct board. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

There is the potential for great harm as the safeguards that 

are provided to homeowner associations in HRS 421J simply do not 

exist for these few typically per-statehood associations.  This is 

a serious problem that leaves the homeowners unprotected from fraud 

and abuse without state regulations.  

  

CAI represents the condominium industry, and respectfully 

requests the Committee move forward HB2711. 

 

 

 

        Very truly yours, 
 

        Richard Emery 
 

        Richard Emery 

Co-Chair, CAI LAC 

 



HB-2711 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 4:15:46 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leslie Watson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

my name is Leslie Watson Jr i live here in Hawaiian Paradise Park.. i have went to 
meeting at the association there were arguments fights so i decided that there was use 
in going i they were not going to be able to hear your concerns..my concerc is the roads 
is not being fixed stop signs need to be replaced no street..lights...... for our.... safety 
and the dust is horrendous and for me i have cancer.. the kids can not ride there bikes 
because of the roads,the fees goes up and up every year and there no change in the 
roads....there should be something that can be done. there are no school stops.. for our 
kids..and some times the cars dont stop for the school bus....plese look in to this matter 
please.... 

 



HB-2711 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 12:07:51 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anne Anderson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representative Takumi, Chair, Representative Lee, Chair, Representative 
Ichiyama, Vice Chair, Representative San Buenaventura, Vice Chair, and Members of 
the Committee: 

HB 2711 is a massive 124 page bill that creates an entirely new type of homeowner 
association which is subject to an entirely new statutory chapter. This new statutory 
chapter differs substantially from HRS Chapter 421J and HRS Chapter 514B. The bill 
contains numerous problematic provisions. The bill is much too long and complex to 
provide testimony on each provision, especially given the short notice of the February 
12, 2020 hearing on the bill. 

The bill needs a great deal of work before it becomes law. If adopted, as drafted, it is 
certain to create confusion and conflicts. I strongly urge the committee to defer the bill 
this session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

M. Anne Anderson  

 



HB-2711 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 12:40:48 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lance S. Fujisaki Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representative Takumi, Chair, Representative Lee, Chair, Representative 
Ichiyama, Vice Chair, Representative San Buenaventura, Vice Chair, and Members of 
the Committee: 

HB 2711 is a massive 124 page bill that creates an entirely new type of homeowner 
association which is subject to an entirely new statutory chapter. This new statutory 
chapter differs substantially from HRS Chapter 421J and HRS Chapter 514B. The bill 
contains numerous problematic provisions. The bill is much too long and complex to 
provide testimony on each provision, especially given the short notice of the February 
12, 2020 hearing on the bill. 

The bill needs a great deal of work before it becomes law. If adopted, as drafted, it is 
certain to create confusion and conflicts. I strongly urge the committee to defer the bill 
this session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lance Fujisaki 

 



HB-2711 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 12:52:21 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bradford Lee Hair Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representative Takumi, Chair, Representative Lee, Chair, Representative 
Ichiyama, Vice Chair, Representative San Buenaventura, Vice Chair, and Members of 
the Committee: 

  

HB 2711 is a massive 124 page bill that creates an entirely new type of homeowner 
association which is subject to an entirely new statutory chapter. This new statutory 
chapter differs substantially from HRS Chapter 421J and HRS Chapter 514B. The bill 
contains numerous problematic provisions. The bill is much too long and complex to 
provide testimony on each provision, especially given the short notice of the February 
12, 2020 hearing on the bill. 

  

The bill needs a great deal of work before it becomes law. If adopted, as drafted, it is 
certain to create confusion and conflicts. I strongly urge the committee to defer the bill 
this session. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bradford Lee Hair 

 



HB-2711 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 12:29:43 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Paul A. Ireland 
Koftinow 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representative Takumi, Chair, Representative Lee, Chair, Representative 
Ichiyama, Vice Chair, Representative San Buenaventura, Vice Chair, and Members of 
the Committee: 

HB 2711 is a massive 124 page bill that creates an entirely new type of homeowner 
association which is subject to an entirely new statutory chapter. This new statutory 
chapter differs substantially from HRS Chapter 421J and HRS Chapter 514B. The bill 
contains numerous problematic provisions. The bill is much too long and complex to 
provide testimony on each provision, especially given the short notice of the February 
12, 2020 hearing on the bill. 

The bill needs a great deal of work before it becomes law. If adopted, as drafted, it is 
certain to create confusion and conflicts. I strongly urge the committee to defer the bill 
this session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul A. Ireland Koftinow 

 







HB-2711 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 9:08:46 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mary freeman Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representative Takumi, Chair, Representative Lee, Chair, Representative 
Ichiyama, Vice Chair, Representative San Buenaventura, Vice Chair, and Members of 
the Committee: 

  

HB 2711 is a massive 124 page bill that creates an entirely new type of homeowner 
association which is subject to an entirely new statutory chapter. This new statutory 
chapter differs substantially from HRS Chapter 421J and HRS Chapter 514B. The bill 
contains numerous problematic provisions. The bill is much too long and complex to 
provide testimony on each provision, especially given the short notice of the February 
12, 2020 hearing on the bill. 

  

The bill needs a great deal of work before it becomes law. If adopted, as drafted, it is 
certain to create confusion and conflicts. I strongly urge the committee to defer the bill 
this session. The purpose of the legislature is to make life better for the residents of 
Hawaii, not to make it more difficult. The Associations are to help enhance the life style 
of itʻs owners. This bill does not do that, it needs much more work. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary S. Freeman 

 



HB-2711 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:20:57 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark McKellar 
Law Offices of Mark K. 

McKellar, LLLC 
Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representative Takumi, Chair, Representative Lee, Chair, Representative 
Ichiyama, Vice Chair, Representative San Buenaventura, Vice Chair, and Members of 
the Committee: 

  

HB 2711 is a massive 124 page bill that creates an entirely new type of homeowner 
association which is subject to an entirely new statutory chapter. This new statutory 
chapter differs substantially from HRS Chapter 421J and HRS Chapter 514B. The bill 
contains numerous problematic provisions. The bill is much too long and complex to 
provide testimony on each provision, especially given the short notice of the February 
12, 2020 hearing on the bill. 

  

The bill needs a great deal of work before it becomes law. If adopted, as drafted, it is 
certain to create confusion and conflicts. I strongly urge the committee to defer the bill 
this session. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark McKellar 

 

ichiyama1
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